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Northern Lights — Answer Key
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Did you know?
- The northern lights happen when charged particles from the sun collide with gases in Earth's atmosphere, releasing light as a
result.

- Different gases in the atmosphere produce different aurora colors; oxygen tends to produce green and red, while nitrogen
contributes blues and purples.

- The same phenomenon happens near the South Pole too, where it is called the southern lights, or aurora australis, rather than
the aurora borealis.

- Strong solar activity can push auroras to appear much farther from the poles than usual, occasionally making them visible at
surprisingly low latitudes.
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