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Fall Leaves — Answer Key
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Did you know?
- Leaves don't actually turn orange and yellow; those colors are there all year, just hidden underneath the green chlorophyll until it
breaks down in fall.

- The red color in some fall leaves comes from a different pigment, anthocyanin, which many trees only produce specifically in
autumn.

- Warm, sunny fall days followed by cool nights tend to produce the most vivid red leaf color, since that combination boosts
anthocyanin production.

- Peak foliage timing varies by region and even by year, driven by temperature and rainfall rather than a fixed calendar date.
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