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Acorns and Nuts — Answer Key
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Did you know?
- Oak trees don't produce a heavy acorn crop every year; the phenomenon of unusually large, synchronized nut production
every few years is called masting.

- Squirrels often scatter-hoard their food, burying individual nuts in many different spots rather than storing them all in one place.

- Not every buried acorn gets eaten; the ones squirrels forget about are one real way oak trees end up growing in new locations.

- Acorns contain natural tannins that make them bitter and mildly toxic to humans raw, which is why they need to be processed
before eating.
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